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downloaddrivermegawaremeganote4129 downloaddrivermegawaremeganote4129 .]. This is consistent with previous findings \[[@CR23]\]. This challenge was supported by the pharmacy staff who were sometimes overwhelmed by drug provision \[[@CR23]\]. In this study, pharmacists were found
to support and provide leadership and training to medical staff on appropriate prescribing \[[@CR24]\]. Access to community pharmacists in the Trust for advice on patients' medication \[[@CR25]\] reduced the use of repeat prescribing on the hospital wards and may have led to a reduction in the
development of MRSA. This was also supported by a DSA report published in November 2012, which indicated that, by the third quarter of 2011, MRSA cases in the Trust were reduced and, by the second quarter of 2012, had almost halved \[[@CR26]\]. The impact of MRSA infection prevention
has been reported previously \[[@CR23]\]. The NHS has introduced a number of initiatives to manage the change in the NHS workforce as a result of the economic crisis, for example, Case Managers and Practice Nursing Managers, targeting a range of health professionals \[[@CR27], [@CR28]\].
In this study, case managers were not available for the majority of doctors and it was demonstrated that they were dependent on pharmacists for information on drugs. Nurses, whose training is more suited to managing medicines issues, worked closely with pharmacists to support prescribing.
This study is not without limitations. It was a non-probability sample and responses were primarily drawn from pharmacists, which may have influenced the responses. Only pharmacists were invited and so findings may not be generalisable to other health professionals. We did not have sufficient
data to analyse prescribing at the ward level to examine changes at the patient level. Conclusions {#Sec15} =========== The data presented in this study demonstrates that pharmacists and nurses in the study hospital can play a key role in supporting clinical prescribing. They can provide
safety and continuity of patient medication, actively support and engage with prescribers, and can monitor and maintain safe, effective and appropriate prescribing practices. In the current economic climate, hospital pharmacy departments should be recognised as essential components of the
hospital multi-disciplinary team working to support safe and effective patient care. Pharmacists should be encouraged to re-position themselves as part of the team, to communicate with
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